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In Greek mythology there is a myth called Pandora’s Box. The story begins 
when Prometheus, a titan, stole fire from heaven. Zeus being offended ordered He­
phaestus, the god of craftsmanship, to create a woman who had many talents—beauty, 
music, persuasion, and more. The woman was named Pandora, which means “all- 
gifted.” After she was created, Zeus took vengeance by presenting her to Prometheus’ 
brother, Epimetheus. Pandora was given ajar which she was carefully instructed not 
to open under any circumstances. Curiosity drove Pandora to open the jar, and all the 
evil that was contained in it dispersed throughout the earth. She hastened to close the 
lid of the jar, but all the contents had already escaped except one. Hope was all that 
was left.
What is hope then? Is it a type of unsure optimism? Is it a belief in faith?
Hope is an abstract noun that can be defined by many different concepts such as liter­
ary, psychological, or religious depending on the situation.
In a literary concept, hope can be defined as the feeling that what is wanted 
can be had or that events will turn out for the best. Throughout western literature the 
theme of hope is frequent mainly in classical and contemporary works. Hope is a 
concept that can be very motivating for the course of a story. It allows characters and 
the plot to propel toward a greater ending. In the novel The Grapes o f Wrath by John 
Steinbeck, the main character takes his family on a journey from Oklahoma hoping to 
find better things aside from the Great Depression’s difficult times. The main theme 
throughout the story is hope.
Throughout psychology, hope can be defined depending on the type of situa­
tion a person may be involved in. It is an emotional state that is opposite of despair. 
The thought of hope promotes an optimistic outlook related to events and circum­
stances in someone’s life. Having hope allows someone to remove the knowledge of 
fear, despair, and also reality. It offers a belief, desire, trust, and confidence allowing 
someone the capability of looking forward to a brighter future.
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In a religious concept, hope is defined by centering expectations in which a per­
son or thing is centered. In Christianity hope is being equal with salvation and its bless­
ings, past, present, and future. A scripture in the Bible from Romans 8:24-25 states:
"For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; 
fo r  why does one also hope fo r  what he sees? But i f  we hope fo r what 
we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly fo r  it."
Hope is known as a trustful reference to the fulfillment of God’s promises. It is 
the confident expectation and certainty of what God has promised. People who endure 
hardships tend to look for hope in a god they worship.
Hope can be defined by many different concepts. It can be a belief, a trust, an 
obligation, or even an unsure optimism. In the myth of Pandora’s Box in Greek mythol­
ogy, hope is said to be left on earth. When all else has left, hope is there.
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